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                                                             FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL 
 

     Father Robert Morris passed away Wednesday, Oct. 24.  Father Morris was the priest at Ss. Peter & Paul, who 
built St. John Neumann in the late 1970’s.  He was this school’s first canonical administrator. His funeral will be at 
11:00 a.m. next Wednesday at St. Agnes in Springfield.  Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light 
shine upon him.  May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace – Amen. 
 

     Christmas Bazaar volunteer sheets will be in your child’s Friday folder.  They are due November 9.  We also 
need donations of bows, tape and to/from tags. 
 

     Grade reports will be open for “Parent Viewing” at noon on Friday, November 2. 
   
     Parent /Teacher conferences will be November 8 and 9.  School will dismiss at 11:15 on the 8th and teachers will 
be available for conferences from  3 to 7.  Mrs. Braun will also be available at this time.  Students will not have 
school on the 9th and teachers will be available from 9 to noon.  Ms. Christian and Mr. Sidwell will also be 
available at this time.   
 

     Congratulations to these students in Ms. Parker’s 5th grade class for outstanding work in Homeworkopoly:  Nic 
G., Nicole G., Hunter B., Dustin C., Riley M., Elizabeth R., Jordan S., Jacob E. and Nicholas B. 
 

     Bill Lambert, who works for Partner’s Bank, sends his heartfelt thanks to all the SJN parents who donated 
“Coats For Kids.”  All the donations were very much appreciated – it is truly wonderful when we can help others. 
 

         DELICIOUS DONUTS ON SALE 
 

     There will be a Krispy Kreme donut sale after 
all the Masses in all three SJN parishes on 
November 3 and 4.  Donuts are $6 per dozen and 
all profits will go to the Bishop McNicholas 
Scholarship Fund.  This fund assists students who 

want to pursue a Catholic High School education. 

SJN CHILDREN ARE MISSIONARIES    
 

           Trick or Treating for the Missions: 

The 4 year old preschoolers will be parading 
around the school on Halloween all decked out in 
their costumes.  This year we would like to do a 
little trick or treating and service project work as 
we parade.  We are asking each student at SJN to 
bring coins for the missions on October 31.  They 
only need to bring as many coins as they are old, 
unless they are feeling extra generous.  The 
preschoolers will come to the classrooms to trick 
or treat and to collect the coins for their treat.  All 
the money collected will be given to the Holy 

Childhood Association.  

               NOVEMBER  PRAYER       
 

     Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual 
light shine upon them.  May their souls and the souls of all 
the faithful departed, rest in peace.         

                                                          AMEN 

   SJN STUDENTS HELP FIRE VICTIMS 
 

     Mr. Molloy, our new fourth grade teacher and former 
California resident, will be coordinating a collection for 
the victims of the wildfires in southern California.  His 
son, Bernard, is a firefighter directly involved with the 
current California wildfires.  Also, Mr. Baird’s brother, 
Curtis, has had to evacuate from his apartment just north 
of San Diego.  Please keep Mr. Molloy and Mr. Baird and 
their families in your prayers. 
   
     The Class of 2008 has voted to donate the proceeds of 
the Halloween Dance this Friday to the fire  relief effort.  
The money had originally been earmarked for their 
Chicago trip.  Donations for the dance are typically $3, but 
feel free to donate more since ALL of the proceeds will go 
to the wildfire relief effort.   
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KIDZ’ KORNER  
                    BOOK OF THE WEEK :  HE DISAPEARED!  By Otto Sight 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
BOOK REVIEW            by Maryssa L., 7S 

Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli.  This book is about the Holocaust.  It’s about a boy who 
has no family.  He steals food with a group of boys and he has no name.  But then 
everything changes.  Food is disappearing from stores and people are disappearing.  
And there is a big wall separating the city in half.  Read this book to find out how this 
boy survives and what people he meets along the way.  It is a very good book.   
Reading Level:  3.6     Points:  7.0   
What do ghosts serve for dessert?  Ice Scream.     Where do baby ghosts go during the day?  Dayscare Centers.     

What was the favorite game at the ghost birthday party?  Hide and shriek!     What did the ghost buy for his 
Haunted House?  Home Moaners Insurance. 
 

Knock Knock.  Who’s there?  Little old lady.  Little old lady who?  I didn’t know you could yodel.  

Knock Knock.  Who’s there?  Dewey.  Dewey who?  Dewey have to keep telling these knock knock jokes? 
 

PARENTS:  PLEASE SHARE THIS SECTION OF THE NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR CHILD(REN). 

 

HELP WANTED:  Book reviews, jokes, riddles, short stories, fun facts, questions or comments about school.  
                                       Send them to the office or bring to Library marked “Kidz’ Korner.” 

                          CALENDAR 
 

Th., Nov. 1   -  Mass @ 9 a.m. w/Msgr. Mank –   
                         This is a Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Fri., Nov. 2   -  Book Fair Assembly – 12:50 – 1:10 
 

Sun., Nov. 4  -  Time Change – move clocks back 

                                               Woo Hoo – 3 Weeks and Counting! 
 

     Grab your friends and get ready to bid on some outstanding FUN on November 17!  First up, a Pig Roast for 
50…Wow!  Awesome!  Don’t have 50 friends?  Then how ‘bout the spine tingling Scavenger Hunt for 16 
people?  (2 groups of 8)  Limos, cameras and unbelievable high-jinx are included with this one!  Or, are you in the 
quiet family mood this year?  Then we have 2 – YES 2 – wonderful trips for you to choose from.  Take your pick 
from a beautiful stay at a Hilton Head resort (absolutely gorgeous – need we say more) or head up the coast for an 
adventure in the Blue Ridge Mountains at Massanutten Resort (www.massresort.com).  Your choice of hiking, 
swimming, night life, skiing…Either way your family will have the trip of a lifetime! 
 

     Now on to business.  Send in those RSVP’s as soon as possible!  That way you’ll get prime seating.  Also, if 
you have pictures for the slideshow, you can email them to our production managers at:  purcellfam@charter.net  

The Basket Ladies say Thank You to all who have sent items in.  If you’ve been thinking of helping out, please 
shop ASAP – the sales are out there just waiting for you to conquer, but we have very little time left!  Finally, just 
want to leave you with a thought; please try to plan ahead if you are attending this fun evening.  All three parishes 
have Saturday afternoon masses, with MPH’s 4:00 p.m. mass being the earliest.  Also, a list of the help we still 
need that night will be coming home soon.  Thanks again for all your donations, support……! 
 

                                  PRAY  FOR 
 

Doug Bushey        Pat Renschen-Keady    Marcella Perone 
Tom Cotner          Joe Maliszewski           Lou Polovich 
Joey Huber           Rose Mersinger             Father Quilligan 
Bernard Kuehn     Josephine Paolucci        Sharon Rozene 

                                                                    David Schlueter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       

                                                                                        

 

                                                                                                                                                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               PUMPKINS FOR SALE 
 

     Support the Youth Ministry at St. Cecilia 
Catholic Church – 155 N. Main, Glen Carbon, IL.  
Ph. 288-5523.  Come on out and bring the entire 
family!  Pick out your Pumpkins, Gourds, and 
Scarecrows.  Stay awhile and enjoy Face Painting, 

Story Telling, and a Straw Maze. 
 

Open until October 31 – 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily 

                                                                            MPH NEWS 
 

1
st
 Reconciliation Parent’s Meeting -  Wednesday, November 14 at 6:15 p.m. in the Quilligan Center at SJN.  

Both parents of each MPH student must attend. 
 

Timothy Retreat -  This retreat is for 6-8 grade students.  What is a Timothy Retreat?  This retreat will help 
youth understand their role in discipleship by discovering and sharing their gifts and talents, to develop a stronger 
personal faith and build friendships.  The retreat team is made up of high school students and young adults from 
across the Diocese who have had training in leadership and discipleship.  This year’s Spiritual Director is 
Seminarian Brian Alford.  The leaders will be Missy Marks, Brian Pekovitch, and Becky Bauerle – all are youth 
ministers.  The dates are Friday evening, Nov. 2 and all day Saturday, Nov. 3.  The retreat ends with a 4 p.m. 
Mass at MPH parish center.  Parents are encouraged to attend the Mass.  The cost is $20 and the deadline for 
enrollment is Oct. 31.  Brochures have been handed out but more are available in the office.  Questions should be 
directed to youth minister, Becky Bauerle at MPH – 344-6464. 
 

O’Holy Halloween -  Sunday, Oct. 28 from 6-8 p.m. at MPH parish center.  You are invited to come to our 
hotdog roast and hayride.  There will also be a Spooky Surprise!!! 

          IT’S BOOKFAIR TIME AGAIN 
 

Check out –  
     www.bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/sjnrocks 
for all the information on our book fair.  Volunteers are 
needed so please sign up on the web site or contact 
Kathy Lundak or Diana Woolsey.   
 

    GET EXCITED ABOUT BOOKS!!! 
 

                                                        PARENT  ENGAGEMENT 
 

                            “Its Time to Start Thinking about Parents as Tools For Learning” 

                                               Study Shows School Involvement Isn’t Enough 
 

     For many parents, school involvement consists of the usual PTU meetings, school plays, and award 
ceremonies.  But a new study from the University of Warwick asserts that what students seek from their parents – 
and what will actually enhance their educational experience – is not a mere physical presence at school functions 
but engagement and participation in their learning.  The difference between parent involvement and engagement 
is significant:  Involvement implies attendance at school functions and participation in parent associations and 
other activities that are not directly tied to what children are learning in the classroom.  Engagement, on the other 
hand, involves parents as an essential extended part of the pedagogic process – and the data collected during the 
University of Warwick study shows that significantly raising student achievement is only possible if schools 
encourage parents to become both involved in schools and engaged in learning.   
 

     You can read the full report at:  www.schoolsnetwork.org.uk/redirector.aspx?i=126916&t=1 
 

Note:  In my three years at SJN, I see a lot more engagement v. involvement than I saw in my long public school 

career.  I will have more information on this study in future newsletters. 

  

BUY SCRIP 

 

          BUY YOUR 

   AUCTION TICKET 
 


