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                                          CALENDAR 
 

Th., April 3     -  5th – 8th  grades to Althoff for Musical.  All school 
                        rosary at 1:45.  8th patrol students to Cardinal ballgame. 
 

Fri., April 4     -  Assembly for “Jump Rope For Heart” if goal is met. 
                           3rd quarter report cards available for parent viewing. 
                               
 April 10-15:  Spring Vacation – 11:15 dismissal on April 9 
         

                                                         FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL 
 

     The state of Illinois has changed the requirement for PHYSICALS.  Students entering the 6th grade are now 
required to have a physical rather than entering 5th grade.  This requirement will take effect for the 2008-09 school 
year.  Due to the fact that students now entering the 6th grade already have their physicals for 5th grade, they will 
not be required to have another physical.  The state of Illinois will accept the 5th grade physical from last fall for 
the students entering the 6th grade this coming fall.   
 

     Students entering Kindergarten for the 2008-09 school year are asked to complete a vision exam by a physician 
or optometrist.  This is highly RECOMMENDED, not MANDATED.   
 

     The top 3 AR goal achievers for the year will be presented with medals at the awards ceremony during the 
morning of May 23.  The final AR results will be calculated on May 2.  At this time, the top 5 are:  Laura s. (8N) – 
769.7, John W. (7S) – 371.4, Nicole J. (8N) – 342.3, Claudia P. (5B) – 319.2 and Jordan S. (5P) – 291.9 points. 
 

     Don’t forget to read the April edition of Partners In Faith that is attached to this newsletter. 
 

     Please support the daily Bake Sale during lunch at school to help the Camp Ondessonk field trip.    
 
       

                   PRAY  FOR 
 

Estela Abiva             Joe Kolb 
Eloise Baran             Joe Maleszewski 
Richard Boeker        Rose Mersinger 
Doug Bushey            Marilyn Missel 
Lee Cotner                Delos Pieper 
Bernard Jeuhn           Father Quilligan 
Jean Kallal                Sharon Rozene 
Nancy Ellis and her 7 children 
   

            TALENT  SHOW 
 

     Mark April 18 for this spring’s 
annual Talent Show.  Talent Show 
information and registration forms 

were sent home with your child.  

   MUST HAVE “PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN”  
 

     There are several field trips coming up before the year is over and 
two of them are rather big – the 7th grade Space Camp trip and the 8th 
grade Chicago trip.  Any parent attending any field trip, MUST have 
taken the “Protecting God’s Children” training and have it on record 
here at the school.   
 

     There is a PGC training scheduled for April 1, 2008 at St. Mary’s in 

Alton from 6 to 9 p.m. 

SCRIP NEWS by Jan Thompson  -  The last SCRIP CONTEST 
of the year starts March 31 and ends April 30.  I will run it like the 
Christmas contest.  Please put your child’s grade and teacher on your 
form (ie. 3S, 6B, etc.).  The winning class will receive the bracelets for 
the picnic.  Look for more information about this next week.  Start 
buying scrip NOW and help your child’s class win!!!  The next order 
will be placed March 30.  There will be no order placed on April 7.  I 

will place another order if needed on April 14.             

AUCTION NEEDS A CHAIR 
 

     We still need a Chairperson or co-
chairpersons for the November 15 
AUCTION.  Many of the committees 
are already in place ao all we  need 
now is a leader to pull it all together.  
Please contact Laura Stowers or Beth 

Warnecke if you are interested .  
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KIDZ’ KORNER   

                                BOOK OF THE WEEK:  KEEP OUT!  By Barb Dwyer 
 

BOOK REVIEW:               by Elizabeth R., 5P 
Flags of Our Fathers:  Heroes of Iwo Jima by James Bradley is about six men:  John Bradley, 
Franklin Sousley, Harlon Block, Ira Hayes, Rene Gagnon, and Mike Strank.  These six men joined 
or got drafted to serve in World War II.  Little did they know they would be in one of the most 
bloody battles in Marine history and would be joined together to raise a flag that would change 
their lives forever.  They were the men in the famous flag-raising photograph taken on Iwo Jima. 
                                                                                                                     Reading Level:  8.2     Points:  9.0 

                                                           HAPPY  SPRING! 
Jokes sent in by Courtney Z., 5P:  Why do you go to bed?  Because the bed won’t come to you.     What do you 
take before every meal?  A “seat.”     Why do birds fly south in the winter?  It’s too far to walk.  What did one 
fish say to the other?  If you keep your mouth shut, you won’t get caught!   
 
FUN FACTS:  The SIBERIAN TIGER is the largest cat in the world.  It weighs up to 660 lbs and can eat 60 lbs of 
meat. At one mealtime.  There are over 900 different types of bats and they can all fly.  Bats always turn left when 
exiting a cave.   
 

   PARENTS:  PLEASE SHARE THIS SECTION OF THE NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR CHILD(REN). 

 

                     MAY 16 PICNIC and MAY 17 CRUSADER CRUISE 5K RUN/WALK 
 

     We have a name for the Picnic - St. John Neumann Spring Fling.  This year the annual school picnic will take 
on a bigger and better look as it will now extend into the evening and will include children and adults.  The school 
day part of the picnic will begin at noon and run to 2:25.  Pizza will be served to all students in the gym before the 
picnic. The evening phase of the picnic will involve the whole family and will run from 4:00 or 4:30 until midnight.  
This will be especially nice for the working parents who couldn’t always enjoy the picnic with their kids because of 
the time.   
 

     Please put this important date on your calendar now and please be prepared to volunteer some of your time to 
help make this event a huge success.  If you would like to help with the planning phase of this event, there are 
many committees that could use your help now.  The committees are:  Music, Kid Games, Adult Games, Food and 
Drink, Rides, Volunteers, clean up, Finance, Tween Dance, Site Plan, Advertising, Crusader Cruise.  If working on 
one of these committees interests you, FastDirect Kathy Henderson.  She is the Volunteer Coordinator. 
 

     PRAYER FOR APRIL  -  Celebrating Catholic Schools  -  Jesus, my Savior, thank You for the blessing of 
my Catholic education.  Thank You, too, for the gift of Your Holy Spirit who dwells within me always and who 
helps me live my faith.  Let me not be bashful about spreading my “wings of faith.”  Allow me to openly share the 
good news of Jesus in my daily words and actions.  May I have the grace and courage to choose what is right and to 

give witness to Your love always.      AMEN 

Congratulations to the recent homeworkopoly 
achievers in Mr. Blair’s 5th grade class: Riley B., 
Hunter B., Kalie B., Colleen C., Andrew G., Alex H., 
Brenden M., Austin P., Claudia P., Kali Segieda, Zac 

S., Maddie S., and Katie T.  

     Laughlin Ambulance Service in Troy, will 
be making first aid presentations to all of our K-8 
students on April 21, 22 and 24.  K, 1 and 2 grades 
will receive 30 minute lessons.  Third, 4, 5 and 6 will 
receive 1 hour lessons.  Seventh and 8 grades will 

receive two hour lessons which include CPR training. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

                                                                                       

                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                        

 

 

 

     FAMILIAR NAMES PERFORMED WELL 
 

     The Edwardsville Breakers swim team swam away with 
their second consecutive state championship Saturday, March 
15 at the MO/IL/ YMCA meet in DeKalb.  In all, 49 teams 
took part in the meet.  Brian B.(3S) was a member of the team. 
 

     The Breakers girls team finished second in the state meet on 
Sunday, March 16.  One of the relay championships was won 
by the 11-12 free relay team that included Sarah B. (7S).  
 

     Four St. John Neumann Alumni attended the IDTA Dance 
Competition last weekend in Champaign, IL.  Kellsie M., 
Collinsville H.S., won 1st place in AAA Pom Dance and 1st 
place in AAA Kick.  Jerica P. & Kelsey M., Triad H.S., won 
3rd place in AA Kick and 5th place in AA Pom Dance.  Alyssa 
R., Metro East Lutheran H.S., won 1st place in A Dance and 3rd 
place in A Pom Dance. 
 

     Congratulations to all our students who continue to excel 
with their interests through hard work, dedication and parental 

support.     

       GOLFER ASKS FOR HELP 

 
     SJN graduate, Stephen B., played JV golf as 
a freshman at Edwardsville High School this 
year.  The Edwardsville High School Boys & 
Girls Golf Boosters are sponsoring their annual 
golf tournament at Oak Brook Golf Course on 
Sat., June 21 to raise funds for the golf 
program.  They are seeking teams to play, hole 
sponsors & prize donations.  The tournament 
will be a four person scramble format and is 
open to all golfers. The cost is $80 per golfer & 
includes 18 holes of golf w/cart, lunch & 
beverages.  There are Attendance & 
Tournament Prizes, Longest Drive & Closest to 
the Pin Contests & a Hole-In-One Prize – a 
new car.  If you are interested in playing and 
have questions, would like to sponsor a hole or 
donate a prize, please contact Michelle Billiter 

by FastDirect or call her at 288-3089. 

   7
th

 GRADER DOES COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 

     7th grade SJN student, Sarah B., is doing a project for 
community service hours for her confirmation.  She is trying to 
raise money for a non-profit animal shelter in Granite City 
(G.C.A.P.A).  This shelter is not funded by the government 
because they are a “no-kill” shelter.  This means they won’t put 
an animal to sleep because they feel it’s a lost cause.  This 
shelter is in danger of closing and needs all the help it can get.  
That is why Sarah got permission from Mr. Holmes to ask SJN 
students to help her with her effort.  Student’s will be able to 
enjoy a “non-uniform” day on Friday, April 18 provided they 
bring at least one dollar to help save this animal shelter.  Sarah 

says thank you for your help and support.      

                NEW  CONTEST 
 

     Let’s spring into Action!  Collect all the 
labels and box tops you have been saving and 
bring them in for your class to win ice cream or  
a non-uniform day.  Hurry because this contest 

will end the last day of April. 

     TRANSPORTATION  REIMBURSEMENT 
 

     Transportation reimbursement forms are in the office now.  
Remember to use Map Quest to calculate the correct miles 
from your house to school.  The forms will be in the office 
until May 16.  The formula for calculating your transportation 
reimbursement is:  Miles one way x 4 (if you drive to and from 
school twice a day) x .485 (the amount allowed by the state) x 
176 (days school is in session) = amount claimed. 
 

     Example:  5 x 4             = 20 
                       20 x .485       =  $9.70 
                       $9.70 x 176   =  $1,707.20 – amount claimed 
 

           GIFT FOR THE POPE       
 

     Pope Benedict XVI will be visiting New 
York City and Washington D. C. from April 
15 to 20.  During this visit, the Pope will 
celebrate his 81st birthday on April 17.  To 
recognize this special event – and the U.S. 
visit in general – NCEA is launching a 
campaign similar in scope to the Child-to-
Child endeavor that responded to Hurricane 
Katrina, but this time seeking service hours in 
honor of the Holy Father’s birthday.  
Activities could include programs in which 
students are already involved, or those that 
reflect the mission of the church.  Please be 
thinking of your gift now.  The pledge sheet 
is attached to this letter.   

   BUY  SCRIP 


